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. : We.strongly Support Raised Bill 981 which Wﬂl greatly reduce the number of young
children placed in 8roup care facilities rather thap families,

Group Residential Care js Harmful to Young Children

Virtually every clinical study done on the effects of placing young children in congregate
(group or instituﬁonal) care concludes that that group care harmsg young children’s

emotional and cognitive development by denying them the nurturance and attention from '
consistent parental figures.!

nurturance, generosity and dedication of staff members and groups assigned to work with the
small child.

Connecticut Still Places Too Many Children Birth To Five in Group Residential Care

In 2009, 248 birth to five year olds were placed in éongregatecare settings. The numper of young
children placed in congregate care in 2009 wag 18% greater than the number placed in these types of
settings in 2008, and 41% greater than the number placed in congregate care in 2007, 4

To its credit, DCF has taken steps to reduce the number of young children
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TESTIMONY OF THE CENTER FOR CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY IN SUPPORT OF
S.B. 981: An Act Concerning the Placement of Young Children in Congregate Care
Facilities

This testimony is submitted on behalf of the Center for Children’s Advocacy, a non-profit
organization based at the University Of Connecticut School Of Law. The Center provides
holistic legal services for poor children in Connecticut’s communities through individual
representation and systemic advocacy.

-We strongly support Raised Bill 981 which V\;ﬂl greatly reduce the number of young

children placed in group care facilities rather than families.

Group Residential Care is Harmful to Young Children

Virtually every clinical study done on the effects of placing young chﬂdren in congregate
(group or institutional) care concludes that that group care harms young children’s
emotional and cognitive development by denying them the nurturance and attention from
consistent par ental figures.'

For young children, all learning - emotional, social, motor and cognitive - is developed by
positive, consistent experiences with a regular caregiver. 2 Unfortunately, children living in
group care experience a multitude of caregivers who change dependmg on the day and the
shift and therefore cannot act as a primary attachment figure. This is so regardless of the
nurturance, generosity and dedication of staff members and groups assigned to work with the
small child.

Connecticut Still Places Too Many Children Birth To Five in Group Residential Care

In 2009, 248 birth to five year olds were placed in éongregate care settings. The number of young
children placed in congregate care in 2009 was 18% greater than the number placed in these types of
settings in 2008, and 41% greater than the number placed in congregate care in 2007.*

To its credit, DCF has taken steps to reduce the number of young children placed in group
homes or residential facilities over the past year. However, even more needs to be done.

According to the Juan F. Federal Court Monitor’s Third Quarter report:

A majority of children “overstay” in SAFE homes. Of the 100 children
in SAFE homes during the Third Quarter of 2010, almost sixty-percent
of the children stayed longer than 60 days, with 14 children staying in
the group homes for longer than 6 months.

Congregate Care for Children is a Costly and Unwarranted Investment of State Dollars
A Connecticut collaboration between Yale researchers and DCF to study the effectiveness of

group care for young children showed that these placements proved an expensive failure

! Nelson, 111, Charles A, et al.. “Cognitive Recovery in Socially Deprived Young Children: The Bucharest Early Intervention Project,” 318
Science 1937 (2007).

2 Meiselman Titus, Jennifer R.. “Adding Insult to Injury: California’s Cruel Indifference to the Developmental Needs of Abused and
Neglected Children from Birth to Three.” California Western Law Review. Fall 2002.

3 Harden, Brenda. “Congregate Care for Infants and Toddlers: Sheddmg New Light on an Old Question.” Infant Mental Health Journal, Vol.
23(5), 476-495. 2002.

*Letter and Report from the Office of the Child Advocate, dated March 16, 2010.
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